
 

April 2022 CommonwealthFoundation.org 

Student Socioeconomic Data for Lifeline 
Scholarships 

KEY POINTS 

 Minority, low-income students are overrepresented in underperforming schools. According to 

the Future Ready PA Index, the bottom 15% of underperforming public schools have the following 

student characteristics:  

 Race: 41% Black, 34% Hispanic, 17% White, 3% Asian, and 5% 2 or more races 

 79% economically disadvantaged  

 2% homeless  

 Lifeline Scholarships follow the same eligibility criteria as the Opportunity Scholarship Tax 

Credit (OSTC) program. A student must reside within the boundary of a low-achieving public school 

to receive an OSTC scholarship.  

 The Independent Fiscal Office (IFO) breaks down OSTC recipients by priority categories based 

on federal poverty levels.  

 The IFO found that “For FY 2019-20, 70% of [OSTC] scholarships and 77% of funding went to 

students categorized as priority. Roughly half of [OSTC] scholarships went to students below 

185% of the FPL and residing in the Philadelphia School District.”  

 

 Philadelphia students are stuck in low-achieving schools. According to a report by Philadelphia 

School Partnership, six out of every ten Philadelphia students attend a low-achieving school. These 

schools are predominately located in Northwest Philadelphia, Southwest Philadelphia, and 

Olney/North Philadelphia. 

 Note that the report uses different criteria for low-achieving schools than Lifeline Scholarships.  

https://futurereadypa.org/Home/DataFiles
http://www.ifo.state.pa.us/download.cfm?file=Resources/Documents/TC_2022_Educational_Tax_Credits.pdf
https://philaschoolpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/K-8-School-Quality-Choice-Access-in-Philadelphia-Report-PDF.pdf
https://philaschoolpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/K-8-School-Quality-Choice-Access-in-Philadelphia-Report-PDF.pdf
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