
Assessing the Cost of Tom Wolf’s Spending and Tax Proposals 

Wolf’s Major Education Proposals 

Cost of Wolf's Major Education Proposals 

Total School District Revenue (2012-13) $26,004,969,178  

Proposed $1 Billion Increase $1,000,000,000  

Increase Pension Contributions for 2015-16 $581,302,434  

Total $27,586,271,612  

State Share at 50 Percent $13,793,135,806  

2012-13 State Share $9,152,393,973  

Addition State Tax Dollars Needed $4,640,741,833  

Sources: PA Department of Education; Tom Wolf's "Fresh Start Plan" 

 

Wolf’s Tax Proposal 

http://b.3cdn.net/tomwolf/28dc8311d9bc153b07_uabm6br2y.pdf
http://www.commonwealthfoundation.org/policyblog/detail/the-1-billion-lie-exposed
http://www.commonwealthfoundation.org/policyblog/detail/myth-pa-spends-less-on-education


 

Model 1: No Universal Exemption 

Tax Rate Needed to Pay for Wolf Education Proposals, No Exemption  

Taxable Income Under Current System $340,161,668,000  

Current Tax Rate 3.07% 

Revenue Raised Under Current System $10,442,963,000  

New Tax Rate 4.44% 

New Revenue Raised $4,660,215,059  

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Revenue, Income Tax Statistics 

 

Model 2: $30,000 Universal Exemption 

http://articles.mcall.com/2014-08-07/news/mc-pa-wolf-corbett-income-tax-governor-20140807_1_tax-shift-income-tom-wolf
http://articles.mcall.com/2014-08-07/news/mc-pa-wolf-corbett-income-tax-governor-20140807_1_tax-shift-income-tom-wolf
http://sites.state.pa.us/PA_Constitution.html
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/local/politics/71971-is-wolfs-progressive-pa-tax-plan-unconstitutional-


 

Tax Rate Needed to Pay for Wolf Education Proposals, $30,000 Exemption 

Total Taxable Income With Exemption $221,828,643,000  

Tax Rate 6.80% 

Total Revenue Raised $15,084,347,724  

Revenue Under Current Tax Structure $10,442,963,000  

Additional Revenue Under Wolf Plan $4,641,384,724  

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Revenue, Income Tax Statistics 

 

Income Level $54,692  $54,692  

Current/Wolf Tax Structure 3.07% 6.80% 

Current/Wolf Tax Bill $1,679  $1,679  

 

What will Wolf’s Proposals Cost You?

Income Level $50,000 $70,000 $100,000 $140,000 

Tax Bill at Current Rate $1,535 $2,149 $3,070 $4,298 

Tax Bill at New Rate (No exemption) $2,220 $3,108 $4,430 $6,202 

Increase in Tax Bill $685 $959 $1,360 $1,904 

  

Tax Bill at New Rate (With exemption) $1,360 $2,720 $4,760 $7,480 

Increase in Tax Bill -$175 $571 $1,690 $3,182 

 

 

 

 

 

http://taxfoundation.org/article/pennsylvanias-state-and-local-tax-burden
http://taxfoundation.org/article/pennsylvanias-state-and-local-tax-burden


 

Assumptions 

Expand pre-kindergarten to all children of age Expand Medicaid 

Expand STEM Programming Increase access to higher education 

Reinvest in state parks and forests Borrow to make pension contributions 
(Taxpayers will have to pay the interest) 

Expand full-day kindergarten Provide access for career training to 
prekindergarten teachers 

Provide additional funding for “high poverty” school 
districts 

Fund “training-to-career” grant initiatives  

Hand out cash payments to business that increase 
their payroll by $1 million 

Focus state investments on “fix it first” 
developments 

Provide technical assistance to older communities Fund an “innovative cities” program 

Fund mixed-use development projects for low 
income residents 

Create a Keystone Tech Talent Bank 

Provide $3 million to expand the pool of primary 
physicians 

Increase funding for the Department of 
Environmental Protection 

 


